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Hwamei Nesting Habitat Selection

RUAN Xiang-Feng DU Zhi-Yong GAO Zhen-Jian XIONG Xiu-Yong ZHU Jia-Gui
( Dongzhai Bird Nature Reserve of Luoshan County in Henan, Xinyang 464236, Ching)

Abstract: Most Hwamei nests were located in bushes close to ground level in broadleaf forest, replanted forest and
metasequoia forest. The nests were mainly made of thin stems and leaves of spicebush, robur and gramineous plants.
The average height of nests was 15.6 cm { n = 10) above the ground. Comparison of the Hwamei’s nesting habitat to
a control area revealed significant differences in microhabitat. The availability of cover at 1 m above ground, the

height of herbage and terrain factors such as slope position and aspect have a direct influence on nesting habital selec-

tion in Hwamei.
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