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Diet of Wintering Long-eared Owls in Beijing City
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Abstract Diet of wintering Long-eared Owls Asio otus was studied from November 2004 to April 2005 at two sites of
Beijing  the courtyard of Tiantan Pharmaceutical Factory at the edge of the city and the courtyard of Guozijian
Museum located at the center of the city. Pellets were collected and analyzed monthly. At first location the food
items of Long-eared Owls included rodents 41.0%  bats 29.5%  birds 29.3%  and insects 0.2%
respectively. Mountain Noctule Nyctalus noctula and Javan Pipistrelle Pipistrellus abramus were the predominant
species among bats. However at the second site the food items were formed by 53.8% bats 21.5% rodents and
24.7% birds. Moreover the component of bats rodents and birds varied monthly in the food items of owls. The
proportion of bats was increased in the duration of winter but the proportion of rodents was increased in the earlier
winter and then was decreased in January and February. The component of birds in the food items became lesser from
the beginning to the end of winter. It was the first time for us to find that the Long-eared Owl consumed a large
proportion of bats during winter in temperate zone.
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