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Systems for the genetic manipulation of Sulfolobus islandicus
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Abstract: Sulfolobus islandicus is a commonly used type strain to study replication, cell cycle and
CRISPR-Cas system in archaea. For this reason, it is important to establish a genetic manipulation system
in Sulfolobus islandicus. Here, we describe the plasmid vector, selection marker and transformation
methods, and discuss two currently widely used gene knockout systems. Meanwhile, we also address some
major problems in genetic manipulation systems of Sulfolobus islandicus, and indicate development
prospects.
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1 K SACH R R 3R K R R AR TR
L1 HIERRIC

UK E AL T R T AR IC ALK pyrEF 1
lacS FEDH] o IR ) 240 R 25 1) R o o T BR 1k 15 7 2%
PFAE R 4340 A R L PRERANE ] T UK & B Ak 3R
BARA WA T & R R hph T DITERRAL
B v et T2 S DR R DA i A T A e
Mo ERAGEPUEREFMAHE T, prRE12
T T TR BB BT T AR i

pyrEF FERUE A AL 3 iz i iz 1 —1
BRI EARIC, A S prE (Orotate
phosphoribosyl-transferase)#/l pyrF (Orotidine 5'-phosphate
decarboxylase) i3 [K . PIANFEH L[R2 5 UMP
A gAY, AT IR — R 5 e bR 0 4 A e ok
D PREERE RGP AR YRR RSN 5-98L
TEFR(5-FOA) , pyrEF K&K 4 fith i) B L BEKE JC 1
5-FOA 78 B REPEY) T 5-3-dUMP TR B4,
IS —Fp i BERRIC . Deng S5 7EVK B BRALIT B
ReylSA Wtk e S-FOA HUIERbR, Miiiks T
pyrEF%fﬁkgi%ﬁﬁi E233, X)) PCR §3
WS B AL P2 (Sulfolobus solfataricus P2)HY
pyrEF FER TN 5 (R )1 . ORF FIZEF)ER
FiERRIC, A pyrEF SiEFRICTE VK S B il i p st
etk 2 B B R JT I T B Y (AR E R,
B pyrEF JEDRAE R bR 2 Ko R R Ak
A B Tl PR W i A AR N S RO,
JIr LA FH 32 07 228 A 10 B 7 2 4 o TR AR o R B SR
I 1]

pyrEF FERIJEANRESE 2 R i PR oK
Fr e N 22 lacS FERAE R 55 —Fhiiie
Price FEVKEBRALIM B lacS FEGRt B-WHTTHG
(B-glycosidase), REfH PR AE LAZLIE JE—BIR FIRE
PR E KT AT LUK X-gal fiAR A R
WY BRI AT AR lacS FEPRAE ZURRR ) 14 15
FRE AT L, BB EH X-gal YL@ TR
Deng %578 E233 HREH LA pyrEF 3L N T dedric
FCIREE lacS FEH, 345 pyrEF Fl lacS XL G

G RASK E233S, FHWRIET S. solfataricus P2 1Y
lacS FEH Fe 3 pHZ2 JFokr 64 T H AN IE , 6 5E lacS
LR AT LI —Fig sk e bric . i ok i
A B RGBT LA lacS JERIFE R
TREPRICIF AT X-gal Jetam], Tr2fiARRFRAE L
T AT Sy B AT 5 P T e A
1.2 FHRIRM

e ) PR DK B kA TR - R A TR 5 o i i
T M S. islandicus RENI1H1 H/3 2515249 pRN1 Fl
PRN2 ki S WA TORLES & AT repd . copG Fil
plrd = AESFREA ) repd i HIEAPY, copG
IR T RES SRS BORRS DB DNA S84 81,
il plrd Hfs—RFHFERE DNA ZAaE A,
Berkner 1) pRN1 Jihi fILabE# T 54 pyrEF
TEhRIC SR TR, AT USIh AT 5L R B A2
{RRIZ BRI ALRIXE B A FoE , BB
ZAfiA . pRN2 ko pRN1 AY¥E DUEGE, FrLAHGE A
WG Ry AR UKL Deng 5544 pRN2 Jivki{di A %] pHZ1
FURL(& A pyrEF FEHF) pGEM-3Z JFikr)H 15 3|
pHZ2!"| Peng Z5JLTFXf pRN2 Bk A5 1440 #r
LR T pHZ2 B—2E TR IN_E pyrEF ks
O E] pZC1 k™), PRk pZCl Bk i Pyu I,
Nde 11 Zra 1 =2 ARWBFYIN 155 pDLL, 7E
pDL1 FAf ABTRIAAEE 8. WA His Fr25FZ2
SEREN R SE pEXA, SZYHH S SD P FTHL
fAbR G 2l s s i BT LAF S S 1531 pSeSD
JFREPO BUAE pSeSD S vk BiAk T v F )12
A — oK E b it - KA i aE R iobi (B 1), %
AR 1K 10°-10° CFU/ug DNA H HA %
IrrkeoErE, Rz EOR AT A T s F o . 2R
FRIA | % BANIIE R 4 55— RIS
1.3 JRfEEHAE

FE VK I B A - T e 3t 3 ol FH 1% o — = S
A R H % Ak 2 (Electroporation),  Schleper Z57E
B A i T v e 0 ] R 2 A s B D A i TR
# SSVI1 () DNA $: A S. solfataricus P1 127 [if5
ZOTIRAEZ RN ERAL I TR R ) (o RN it
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Figure 1 Sulfolobus islandicus-Escherichia coli shuttle
vector pSeSD

{E: pSeSD UL, AL RIRT pRN2 1 3 DMRFEER repd
copG Fl plrd, BIRLAFIRE 31 F ParaS, ZFCMENLA MCS, VK
WA BT C pyrEF, KRIGAT R IEARIC Amp”.

Note: Plasmid map of pSeSD, which contains three conserved
genes of repA, copG and plrA from pRN2, an arabinose-inducible

promoter, multiple cloning site, pyrEF selection marker of Sulfolobus
islandicus and Amp" selection marker of Escherichia coli.

HuTZEK S et i b A S50 - 1200V,
600 Q, 25 uF, 1 mm B, BTETHFMABMKE
75 °C MR B FR3E, JFT 75 °C &M M EmE
2-3 ho S E T B AR, IR i s
ZH0h 1500 V F1800 Q, Albers 2557 2 mm HL5%
AT AL d 5 30 T AR e AL R P8 Aucelli
SRS AL B 1% 22 W 5 WO YRt BB BB U I i A 25

/-~ RRESERSRE Rich-arm—]
— 1
’ngbt\a First Single Cross over

pPIS

PYrEF

2 E‘ih /Z_E

Figure 2 The method of plasmid integration and segregation

TE: JSokL pPIS & A TSR pyrEF AT RS RN, SR — IR BASSHls pyrEF, R ASERAL,

M I S B AL (R A TR,

//L-Rjght-arm

Mutation

SR BRI AE — ) A PR P B L e B T

PUSIhEAL, TR XEAEIR) DNA 1 7—E S

ﬁ%%uﬁ%ﬂm%%%ﬁ% EINESHNELEN
WL IV HALRCR

2 VKETRAL IR AE BRI 2R B

2.1 ETEHERFEEANEERMRAR

R DR R I SR 2 3t A 45 A 2R ) 2
43 DK B TR AR A 104 DR 5 SR i [
A B 1

“Jikr #4457 (Plasmid integration and
segregation, PIS)ETERZ ALtz iy
Tt fAT LA — Fh BB M - Deng 25w o E VK S A Ak
B PSR %7 MR lacs FEAUY @i 7E A
pyrEF FERE AT AR IC A pHZ1 kL rakE H Y
FER A A AR 2] pPIS mRbR kL. BRI
IRATE X AVK B AL S, BOkL b i A2 R Bl
R 5 R R 2 0 A A A — R (R I B A AR
pyrEF . IR REYG . SRI5HH 5-FOA
B3 A v i s S P A O SR st e L R A B 3
A FIIRE A, T pyrEF SOph3R s pyrEF Hl
H SR [FE A, #HE Rt 7 X R4
[, DRI 245 3 B Ak P R A R RN A B 4%
H7 50%. R BURL AR SR AnIEl 2 s, BB

| ]

|
Second single | |
Ccross over -
in different arm

Second single

// i the same arm
/R i — |

Wild type

TERfTIEIE T

Note: The plasmid pPIS contains pyrEF selection marker and the left-arm and right-arm for single cross over, pyrEF, left-arm and right-arm
are inserted into genome by the first single cross over, and then the second single cross over results in both mutant and wild type under the

pressure of selection.
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W7 IR ARROR AR, HRe R BRI LA F4 4k
+, FTLABRAEAR /D O VAR 7 B R o

“Pric B 34 H 72> (Marker replacement and
looping out, MRL)J&X PIS Mg HEA A4k M & Ji
1) — T RRCR SR o Deng 55 dpe S HTZ SRS AE UK &) it
AT R lacS FEIH . pMRL R BUR 283 2k 1k
TR JEHE AN, 208 FA R 5 B DR 20 e A — R ) i
AR H SR pyrEF Tiidedsic fl—A4~
AR, B 5-FOA AT ik fefl 2 A
KA E AN pyrEF Fl— AR R R T
LAY EE AR IS AN 1] 3 B, 107 A9 B % A
TS _E AR MR AR, I HLE AR RCR AT LA 2]
10> CFU/ug DNAM (R Ry 85— [l RS e 4
WEIRFE DR ZH | H R, DRI feli sk o 5 T A
B BEASE I AR AR DR ) 2 s 5 3R05 .

SR Zhang 55 FH UL b PR a5 R 56 W 254 73 PR
BRI 3] 1 — L) f, ffi FH BORCRE-5 70 12 1 J7 5
o 14 AL 241 ifd 4% P )i 3 K] (Proliferating cell nuclear
antigen, pcna)if, ZIRE L HALERRA 1S 2UEfTH
b, T IFR I A v FT LAAS 3554k
R I 2 g UE A AR B A Y DKL At 00 7 R R
S5 DNA Kl B Mg K ARDCHE R, X

PFh AR E A . R Zhang 285 FRic 2o K 2R
VR IE TR, ST T —RIHT I AR TR I I AR
1CHR A/ TG BE AR IE A9 JE R B2k 7 (Marker insertion
and unmarkerd target gene deletion, MID), 1% /0
i e 2 48 K B 3 v i — A ) Y A Sy B TR R
Tg-arm, WA [R5 Rt A8 Al i o O DR 5 48 380 5 K]
4 F 1 In-arm FREEARICIER Marker S H 3R 2R
H K Out-arm, In-arm 1 Tg-arm 5 3 [F 4 & A= [A] 5
ARG HR I IE R A Out-arm 6 AJER 4, FHA
B RIS E A 55 SR LA X-gal Y 9 b7 12 0 1k 1E
WA T o SR)5 TR & A JRERE R 5-FOA [1)°F-H
AT, LA B Out-arm kAR B RS
Tt BE AR 1C A B A DR A AT AS: 2 5 2 58 AR TR
PR(E 4)o 207 RS — 0 RS B AN 23R 8 H Y
DA, 55 DO e i AN SR H B SR DR R A 7 L DR 15
ABER AT, B > i R A
RAR S AR IC A R RAS AL, Br AT LA
TR N R TR POl e gy vk
TR A R — 2P AR W S 4 LA H A
PRI R 7 A 6 BT RT AT i 3k, [R] A 2 A] BE D
/b In-arm Fl Tg-arm 2 [8] /¥ 85 5 7 41 LLkE e H &
R,

R T —

pMRL

PVEF

3 FREEMRRING A

Figure 3 The method of marker replacement and looping out

//L-. wrEF

P X

Double cross over

l Single cross over

Mutation

TE: 1 pPIS EXEIN—A 58] pMRL BokL, BRI AL IS ZRIEXCE S pyrEF AR S BARIER AT B 46, eI T

P72 S AG B SR IR,

Note: The plasmid pMRL is the pPIS with another added left-arm and is linearized, then pyrEF selection marker and the left-arm replace the
target gene by double cross over, and the single cross over with two left-arm results in mutant under the pressure of selection.
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B 4 RFFRICHEN/TEFRICHOERRKE

. &» i Out-arm = pyrEFHacS

= //7F'\—/m#//

Double corss over

//L- Out:-arm «  pwEF+acS . Tgiarm iTarget-gene Outiarm 7//

Single corss over

| /- e —

Mutation

Figure 4 The method of marker insertion and unmarkerd target gene deletion

. pMID JERAL S pyrEF 1 lacS WHEFRIC, In-arm, Out-arm A1 Tg-arm, ZePhAb/m i [7) AWl fii L bR ic A1 Out-arm A
In-arm 5 HARKER Z 8], SRJGLEGREIE ST N4> Out-arm HAEHAS $ 525 (4.

Note: The plasmid pMID contains pyrEF and lacS double selection marker, In-arm, Out-arm and Tg-arm. After it is linearized, selection
marker and Out-arm insert between In-arm and the target gene in the genome by double cross over, and the single cross over with two

Out-arms results in mutant under the pressure of selection.

2.2 ET CRISPR-Cas RFRIE R RIBIKR

CRISPR-Cas R4t LAY —Fh3RAS 1 0
PERGEPH UL AESRWIT K ol — Pl 0 3 K G 4 7
B, FESHAE YL SR A5 5 TR SR R B T Bk R
Rl 12235 K AL A — A T-A L
Wi~ I1-B %! CRISPR-Cas R4¢, 1244 16T Hi%
IR T HLHI BT C L3 RIE# . Gudbergsdottir
SE{dT A CRISPR F&H R F 41 (0 SR 1 7
ACSEBRUESE VK S AR AL B 1-A R GO T 150
“CCN”HJ PAM (Protospacer adjacent motif)¥ 41 & 4%
DNA T EMEP), Deng 2845 &4 AHEWE 1-A TR
ST R 8] B 5 0 SOk 3% AL vk S AR BT, TR
MI-B % Cmr-o HATHGAF T 571 DNA T 5P,
Peng %57 5|k TI-B RS H Cmr-a0 A1 Cmr-B [
AHSCFEDR , P FH 15 ok a5 356 R W b e S5
Cmr-a Fl Cmr-g #EA RNA F#5 1R,

UK BRALIT B T-B B R 5000 RNA 8515 i
SERETT R L S — R SE R R T, AL
FED ) S RETFA T8 () S A J5 ¥ . Peng S5 7E
pSeSD JiTki ) 2 sl Al AR 2 4~ BspM T Y]
TiiERE T4 2 4~ CRISPR #% 5 & £ 41 (Repeat) , 15 5] )5

TRILR TR TR pSe-Rp o SR £ 1675 ZEUTRER (1) 3 K]
TEH S FEE 5-GAAAG-3'8, 5'-CAGAG-3'5
1A 40 bp 14 Spacer, % Spacer #5445
crRNA 1Y 5% Al LA 5 S 55 1Y 5-GAAAG-3'5},
5'-CAGAG-3TE B HAMECXT LRG0 TTT-B Y 22 4 A
T 5% 1) DNA T30 YE, RS TEPER PAM
FRAIAT DUk 1-A B R SRH T PAM [ DNA T
1EPE, 9% Spacer /3 EA RNA T 876, #&iT5]
VIR GRS EE 514 S b 5'-TAGC-3", ek
TEERS |9 Sl | 5-AAAG-3', 2 &5 HIES
1R KB A 5 5% A ORUBE R R B, A BEYS
BspM 1 U] LA o) S50k 1o il % 38 AT~ Repeat
Z [AJE i mini-CRISPR, #2459 5| A T Bk
pAC. pAC I mini-CRISPR #43¢/ crRNA 1] ISy
T 11 BIAKIR T4 6 PR e VIR H 0 2 R 5k
) mRNA, ML E EER R (E 5).

Spacer TERE R B0 B 252 i BERIUTBR FORCE, TR
F} Spacer A% 25-28 13 Fl 29-32 v L R AR 2 K
KA RNA T3E 1 , mRNA 7K 58 i35 K
P RIEASE, FIA T 2T RT-qPCR
Western blot X 35 PRIITT R [ K S4B iF A 18
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Target gene

Sense strand 5' TNN ™ prNNCTTTCfS: \
Anti-sense strand 3' NNN * © -NNNGAAAGS

)

Anti-sense strand 5’ AAAGNNN - * "NNN3'
Sense strand 3'NNN - -

"NNNCGATS'

TN

mini-CRISPR

5 ETF CRISPR-Cas RGHIERFETEN 5%

Degraded mRNA

ﬂ ype 111 effecotr complex

Type IlI cas gene cluster

Figure 5 Method of gene silencing based on CRISPR-Cas system

IETLL ERRFREE R, Li Mk T AL T
UK IS HRAL T 1-A BUAT -B % CRISPR-Cas 241
FER G A o % EAESE R UTER Bk pSe-Rp 5&
fili - FHARE i sa e S DNA T¥596 PERY Spacer
#| 2 4~ Repeat Z [ ZH i, mini-CRISPR, F#44: SOE
1531 {it1A& DNA (Donor DNA) Sal 11 Not 1 B4~
DI 3 e e R TR L, A5 3] H 3K N 445

Wild type

Jiki pGE. pGE I mini-CRISPR #%5% (1) crRNA A
PIAF CRISPR-Cas &R TWE AW D1%I B
ML, fitA DNA ERTRABHERAS | 48 AR5
Az, TSR AL b Gl g A A ()5 B 2H i
HREAEIE (K 6)o 27 IR BURA 43R0, T H A%
AR LLES A 10°-10° CFU/ug DNA 5 5L R TTER
A RSS2 Spacer 7 Z“CCN”m“TCN”HJ PAM J¥51)

Type I cas gene cluster Type 111 cas gene cluster

orRNA  Type I cas gene cluster Type III cas gene cluster

Knock-out mutation

B 6 #£TF CRISPR-Cas ZZRIEFEHRIEFH %

Figure 6 Method of gene editing based on CRISPR-Cas system
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AHE R 1-A B R4 DNA T30, i I1-B B &
G Spacer i TomigeE, H-'5 Spacer HAMYIE
HASEER) mRNA 11 37515 mini-CRISPR % 5%
] crRNA (1) 5% P AVEE L  7E emr2o b ITJR 1) 55 58
ARSI UESEAE 10 bp Z247 1Y DNA 7 Be i) vl DL &k Az (]
VR, IR, BT R AR %
A N R R BUZE Spacer [ E{ AT Spacer HY
A7 B DU O 7] 6 25 2 B 28 A8 07 0 T L g 21 3 BRI
M E, FAMFIH 1-A T DNA T35 26 PAM
PEATIR L7, FI ] T-B B DNA 3596 1 5 20kt
Spacer [ 3/ AR TR 548, LIRS AR UG
9 AN £ PR i o T,
3 MEERE

VK I B AR I TR A A R A T ) — s = R
B, BT ENTHORESEEH DNA Z il &g,
CRISPR-Cas 2 %t VR85 11 1 4 7 5 L1 1)
G, 7 BB AR R R X SR B R
WEShVER o 45925 X5 UK B Ak i 18 43T ML (4 F
58, HadtfG e R G0 H e M ERE, (ARt
— WG

ASCAER T H FE VK S B Ak TR o B
IO LR SE PR RV E S S . PTS 75 S I0E H fRi ,
SRR R ER R R, (F I B L ROR AL,
TRGEAS B AT B AR AV SR AR IR A b7,
W EAG IR KT ENE . MRL 7A7E PIS Ay 3EAli btk
fitife, —ERERE TR, HRA Nk
RN AR IR, (RS — 2RI i
SR T IRGRSE i LSRR BITAT 5 Ak T Tk
1 0 12 35 DR 75 SRy 00 5 2 DR IS 2 S B e T T S A
FEFEMIEL, MID /& MRL et ik, w72
U IR B, (AR R @i g 4%, WArTE
JiokE A B B A MR B0 TE YAk b, HEfTE B
i e B R A5 B B A BB AL TR A . 3T
CRISPR-Cas 7 4t i 5L R 4 7 /2 H TR i
i 2 QLA T A SR, AT LA L 28788 | il
RFMENFZRFFETT R, A0S I Gt TURL )

A H B IE R IR MBRAING, B 5
KA g H G S RDE L5 FE R 54 CRISPR-Cas &
GRS . WO ARIE FF7E CRISPR-Cas R4%
crRNA il T AT #5AH T AR ik 2k 58 A8 TR Ak v i 7
S g, WIS Pt E A I EE T
AAN, ATREAETERMT Cas9 RENIMHINS . 4
PR, R[] RRR SR A A RS IS A, OF
T T BRSPS BURT H T

A ST AR )35 A AR R e R IS T A Lt
vk S B B AR TR, . BT
B £k - B (S, solfataricus) F1 W FR AR AL 1 T (S.
acidocaldarius). #5534 AT LA FAR R R 08 AR 1
TRk RN AR 1, A ) P i PR g o S s o
XA AL T A T s o AFURAT AR TR AR
TS, tokodaii), NATHETEXHHAT T 425
BRIV 5 27 1 70 2 T RN EI= SVl W s WA e S B3 i i
YRR R .

U5 T IUA UK B WAL I TR AL B R RAEAE Y
— BB, ST LU LAR JLAN o etk A T 4h 7
MSEE . (1) TFE W 238 T oK S 6 Ak B i i 2t
Rid, WNEZERREFREFETIbRIC . (2) FFRZNN
St )5, HETET CRISPR-Cas £ 40103 N 4
751 & — mini-CRISPR, fif LA H fEXFBA—13f
Mk T g, T ES A £ 4 Spacer 19
mini-CRISPR JF7E TR 5| AZ/ MK DNA, MIfi
[FIB T 2 A FE R TR . (3) TR R A SE R
AL R AR . Konermann 284 CRISPR-Cas9 %
G T 55 S — ol 4 2 DR 2EL K V- i Bt o i1,
X T 5 T CAEVK S i Ak R NI CRISPR-Cas 5
G HA MR OLE, R T E i T —
Peid, wEAT LAFI I CRISPR-Cas 245y idi I 3K
B A ) i 3 51) 5 4 2 R AL /K P B4 e DR 3 s T 9
FLF NI CRISPR-Cas RGEHVK S B AL B 1 14 15
VEURZR BN 24T LR gl i, fEir
TREEA AT AN P AR TR R v o vk B Ak
PR 14 A0 PR SR R
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