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Feeding Behavior of Golden Takin
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Abstract: Feeding behaviors of golden takins were observed in Foping National Nature Reserve from
1995 to 1996. Most takins fed in the daytime and they were casually found to feed in the night.
About 95.4% individuals having been seen in the field were in groups. More than 50% of the
takins occurred in groups with more than 13 individuals. Group leader which was an adult female of-
ten gave the signal of movement to every one in the group by making a low bellowing, then the mem-
bers of the group would gather together and follow her to move. Seasonal vertical movement of the
takins was found with the change of food availability. The takins could pluck the terminal leaves of
a twig by their broad, flexible lips. Their large and strong teeth enabled takins to bite shoots, twigs
and barks. Normally, tekins made movement while they were feeding. However, the strong bodies
gave takinz more ability 10 fetch their food. A takin could obtain browse beyond reach in one of sev-
eral ways. An animal could stand up on both hindlegs to browse. Or it bent a sapling or shrub with
side of neck or head, and hold it down with both forelegs. In order to feich leaves of a sapling a
takin was able to break trees by running from few meters and hitting its head against the stem. In

one case, a takin was observed to fetch its food from a below site in a kneeing position.
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