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Captive Breeding and Growth of Chicks of the
Golden Pheasant ( Chrysolophus pictus )

XIE En-Yi
( Department of Biology . Huaihua College, Huaihue Hunan 418008, China)

Abstract: This paper describes and discusses the captive breeding and growth of Golden pheasant
( Chrysolophus pictus ) chicks. The egg-laying period was 21 — 28 days and lasted from April to May.
A few eggs were laid in the first year and 12 - 13 eggs per nest in the next year of the captive
breeding. When the eggs were hatched by a domestic hen, the incubation period was 21days com-
pared to 23 days when haiched naturally. Electric incubation was the best method and natural
hatching the most inferior. The eggs, weight loss and increase in air-cell size during the hatching
process were recorded and statistically analyzed. The wrend in chick body weight and tail length over
time displayed an “S” shape, with growth being relatively slow during early and late stages, but
relatively rapid during the middle stage of development.
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