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Attention to Invasive Risk of American Bullfrog for Hainan Island
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Abstract: The invasion of bullfrog ( Lithobates catesbeianus) has become one of the main factors leading to
native amphibian population decline and extinction. Bullfrog has distributed widely in China, but no any record
in Hainan. In the duration of February to April in 2011, eight adult bullfrogs (including 1 pregnancy) were
captured in three locations around Shazhou Island at Wanquan River, Hainan. The habitat bullfrogs were
captured had the following characteristics : @ soil was mud or sand , @ distance from water about 0.5 - 1.5 m,
@ overall slope as 6° —25°, (@) vegetation coverage between 75% and 90% , and (3 native amphibian species
were abundant around location. The bullfrog has been sold at local market and about 120 individuals were
traded each day. Bullfrog found in Wanquan River may come from breeding escape or wildlife released by
Buddhist. More survey is required to identify whether the breeding population has been built in the study area.
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Table 1 The basic measurement of Lithobates
catesbeianus ( Unit;mm)
#i*5 Number
HNU-A11001( @)  HNU-A2011002( 9 )

SARK: Snout-vent length 138. 30 134. 42
3+ Head length 43.20 43.00
3k % Head width 51.58 52.68
W1 Snout length 17. 44 19. 60
IR1% Eye diameter 13.50 11.58
1% Tympanic diameter 12.90 12. 66
Iz Tibia length 61.58 59. 86
JE K Foot length 67.26 62. 46
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