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FOSSIL CONCHOSTRACANS FROM THE CHIJINPU FORMATION
(UPPER JURASSIC) AND THE XINMINPU GROUP (LOWER
CRETACEOUS) IN HEXI CORRIDOR, GANSU

Shen Yan-bin
(Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palacontology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

The Chijinpu Formation and the Xinminpu
Group exposed in Gansu are of continental
origin. The stratigraphical sequence is outlined
in descending order as follows:

Zhonggou
Kinminpu Formation coqgaining.
Lower Cretaceous| group Yanjiestheria
Xiagou fauna
Formation

containing

Upper Jurassic | Chijinpu Formation |Eosestheria fauna

The Chijinpu Formation yields rich con-
chostracans including 6 genera, 2 subgenera and
21 species as listed in table. Among them,
Eosestheria, as the leading form, is widely
spread in the Upper Jurassic in North China,
Mongolia and North Korea. Other fossils collect-
ed from this formation are pelecypod, Sphae-
rium jeholensis; gastropod, Probaicaria vitimen-
sis; insects, Ephemeropsis trisetalis, Mesoclupea
longtpoda and fish, Lycoptera sp. The sediments
of the Chijinpu Formation are mainly of lacus-
trine-fluviatile facies with rich organic materials
and without any voleanic clasties. The Conchos-
tracans of this formation, like those from the
Upper Jurassic in Inner Mongolia, North China
and Western Liaoning, belong to the Palaeo-

Amur biogeographic provinee (Chen, 1979).
The Xinminpu Group yields Yengjiestheria
sinensis (Chi), Y. hanhsigensis (Chang et
Chen), Y. yumenensis (Chang et Chen), Y. ve-
nulosa Shen et Chen, Y. minor Shen et Chen, Y.
fusiformss Shen et Chen, Neodiestheria chang-
maensts Shen et Chen and Orthestheriopsis liu-
panshanensis Shen et Chen. They belong to the
Lower Cretaceous Yanjiestheria fauna, which
usually occurs in the sedimentary rocks rich in
voleanic materials as observed in E. China, and
may be compared with those from the Kyong-
sang Group in southern Korea (Kobayashi et
Kido, 1947) and the Lower Wakamiya Forma-
tion, the Wakino Subgroup and the Kwanmon
Group in Fukuoka prefecture of Japan (Ku-
sumi, 1960). The fauna of the Xinminpu Group
appears to be different from the Jehol fauna. So
far as the writer is aware, Orthestheriopsis is
only confined to the Lower Cretaceous. It is
evident that there lie differences between the
two econchostracan faunas, i.e. Late Jurassic
Eosestheria fauna and Early Cretaceous Yan-
Jjiestheria fauna, because they appear in diffe-
rent beds of a continuous seetion and the Xin-
minpu group coformably overlies the Chijinpu
Formation at Xiagou of Yumen, Gansu pro-

vince.



