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ON THE ECTOCONCH OF CAMEROCERAS TRIFORMATUM YU

P’an Kianc
Museum of the Ministry of Geology
(Summary)

The present paper deals with a nearly complete specimen of Camneroceras
triformatum with ectoconch and endoconch well preserved, which was recently found
by the writer from the upper part of the Lunshan limestone at Tangshan near
Nanking in 1955.

The genus Cameroceras is one of the wide spread index fossils of late Lower
Ordovician rocks in China. It has been reported from the Lunshan limestone of
the lower Yangtze valleyt?#561 the Hunghuayuan limestone of the Yangtze
Gorge™"J and the Liangchiashan limestone of North China. The present discovery
of the ectoconch will throw some light on the structure of the shell wall of
the species Cameroceras triformatum Yii.

Description of species
Nautiloidea
Genus Cameroceras Conrad (emend. Hyatt)
Cameroceras triformatum Yi
1983. Cameroceras triformatum, Yi, Cont. Rese. Inst. Geol.
Academia Sinica, No. 3, p. 9. Figs. 9a-c.

Ectoconch straight, thin, circular in cross section. The preserved specimen
tapers at a ratio of 1:12 in median part. Septa thin, having a concavity of 1/3 the
depth of chamera or more. The septal necks are rather long, ektending apically for
a distance equal to the interspace between the septa, which are about 4.5 mm
apart at the upper end and about 4.0mm at the median, but the lower end is
obscure. 7

Endoconch straight, moderately large, situated on the margin of the ectoconch,
oval in transverse section with ventral side more or less flattened, measured about
3/7 the diameter of the shell in the upper end (figs. 1,2), while 24 mm below,
showing about 7/11 the diameter of the shell (fig. 4). It tapers rather rapidly, at

a ratio of 1:9, but below a point of 15—20 mm from the apical extremity, the rate
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of tapering becomes much greater. On the transverse section of the specimen described
by Prof. C. C. Yd (1933, pl. 1, fig. 9b) there are six or more endosiphoblades
extending out from the periphery of the endocone to the margin of the endoconch,
but they are unknown in the present specimen. In the lower part of the endoconch
however, the endosiphotube is usually accompanied by three endosiphoblades in
transverse section, afeature which is the same as that in Camweroceras triformatum -
Yii.

The septal necks, which in this specimen are longer, extend apically for a
distance equal to the interspace between the septa (4. 0—4.5 mm). In (. #-
Jormatum Yi it is marked on the lateral side of endoconch by the oblique annular
ridges, which are 1. 56 mm apart at the lower end and about 2 mm at the upper.
Though the specimen described differs élightly from Yii’s type if evidently belongs
to the same species.

The specimen (P4, Cat. No. I la-d; plisiotype) is now deposited in the Museum
of the Ministry of Geology in Peking.



