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Rearing method for the dwarf honeybee Apis florea in Yunnan of

southwest China

LIANG Cheng YANG Shuang QIN Yi-Heng MIAO Chun-Hui SU Rui ZHANG Zu-Yun WANG
Yan-Hui ZHANG Xue-Wen  ( Institute of Sericultural and Apiculture  Yunnan Academy of
Agricultural Sciences Mengzi 661101 Yunnan Province China)

Abstract: To protect and use a dwarf wild honeybee Apis florea the rearing method and biology
behavior were studied. Eight colonies of A. florea were collected in Mengzi Yunnan Southwestern
China. The methods of rearing in captivity honey production and overwintering and the colony
biological characteristics of this honeybee species were studied. For artificial nest building the ideal nest
height was 0.6 —1.0 m at which the colony was more stable. Honey production and control of colony
swarming were significantly improved by the method of ‘comb cut in section’ . The new method of
colony overwintering covered with straw under greenhouse conditions can significantly reduce mortality.
The suitable nesting height methods of honey production and overwintering were established in the
study which would be helpful to further study on conservation and utilization of this important pollinator
species in this region.
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Fig. 1 Functional section of Apis florea Fabricius 1787 comb
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Fig. 2 Bamboo stick to support the comb

Fig. 3 The steps of honey production of Apis florea Fabricius 1787
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