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Molecular regulatory mechanism of Nrf2 antioxidant

LI Hui, YANG Lin~
(School of Chemical Engineering and Chemistry, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract ; Nrf2 is an important transcription factor that regulates the cellular oxidative stress responses and is also
the central regulator in maintaining the intracellular redox homeostasis. Through the induction and regulation of the
constitutive and inducible expression of a series of antioxidant proteins, Nrf2 can reduce the cell damage caused by
reactive oxygen species and electrophiles, keep the cells in a stable state and maintain the redox dynamic
equilibrium. To explore and analyze the functionary mechanism of Nrf2 antioxidant from the molecular level, we
searched and read a large number of relevant literature and then summarized, and finally we conducted an overview
analysis from three aspects of the structure and activation of Nrf2, the antioxidant function of Nrf2 and the molecular
regulatory mechanism of Nrf2 antioxidant. Among them, in the part of investigating the molecular regulatory
mechanism of Nrf2 antioxidant, we have explored the functionary mechanism of regulatory factors related with Nrf2
activation, and also have analyzed the inductive regulation mechanism of activated Nrf2 on its downstream various
antioxidant factors and glutathione redox system who will be more in-depth understanding of the role and mechanism
of Nrf2 in resisting oxidation stress injury in the body.
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B AT HEEHUAR S AL HCIR A, e o 40 e A7 3% A
LA A AR IFRRAS . A SCEBIRNS Nef2 4T
A ERE S T IR LRI T 250

1 Nrf2 )25 M s

Nrf2 2 AENLIR I Z RS CAniT B B8 00 55)
AN A ZRIR, HiZEE F 7014075 Nehl ~Neh7 )
7G5, Fi Nehl A5 DNA 254 550%, Neh3,
Neh4 Fil Neh5 BEAS4S & JLHAE N 1, 02 Nef2 119 S 5
5, Neh2 Neh6 Fl Neh7 HIHEIHTT Nief2 AR E
P, A SRL Neh2 2 3, KA 2 AT ASS & MR R
I Kelch FE3F & SR BEAE G -1 ( Kelch-like ECH-
associated protein-1, Keapl) B/ 55, ¥ 24 & ETGE F
DLG , AT M2 Nuf2 B s

FETEH A BRIE BT, Nif2 % Keap] 47 7 440 0 S50
W Keapl 7B 8 1 3 (Cullin 3, Cul3) #8674 E3
2 REHMSE S RIERIRY) , RS Nif2 2
FACHVE AP AR, (H 2420052 3] ROS iR
FLARF el i, Nef2 M Keap A 5 HLAREEAE 07 0E A
ANERZ, e 570N Maf SR R R IR MEE S hi AL
S TeH: ( Antioxidant response element , ARE) | 7% 5
T2 Nif2 PR PP UL R SRk

2 Nif2 HiEALDIRE

Nrf2 45 10 AR A 25 i AT S0P i 2 DA A Bl 9
FIATRIRIE , [FII, Nef2 A AL PEREL 2 R AP ZH A
S SPERHR B RSN (UV) 6T A A LA
Vi 21

Nrf2 (/=) /N UL BT Nef2 X544 P9 48 i O

;f\

Cul3

Keapl .
Keapl \
Dissociation

Cytoplasm

Activation

PR IR AR U T A M T B, KA Nif2
(=/=)/NRA G A s B35 1 8 {H X s 5 4 %t
AL IR M USRS 3 . Nef2 (—/—) /DB LA
DA AL PR 0 20 R AN i S AU 3Rk D (H B Ji
5 A0 LR 25 7 %o SR A I R SRR H e 2/ R
EALRARSE A 1A 00 0] 5 i 45 , 31X Fh i
BUF AN — A B PR Nef2 26 38 0 23 Il 72, i
FIFEHE Nef2 33 363K i B T i S5 400 i 00 2% D /N
AR R, X B STIESE T Nef2 S B ROS (1
FEntt, FLIE /S 1M Bl e 2 R H B 0 e 1) o
Bl Z — I HES Nef2 B2 A6,

AN 38 e A D S I e, M MR i %
I BEFRAT 3l 7 2 20 B 19 oy 3 0 i B A ARURIT N2
(/=) /DRIEAL IR R R IESE T Nef2 FF
FEMIA N ROS 7KF . Nef2(—/=) /NS U R 7K
F- DNA G, 1 HAE 22 T EUEY IS (40 N-
WAL A, B AR R B, MAIE[a] %), 5]
EERE RIS . AE Nef2 BRBE BN b e 4L
2 TR 24540 QL L R R B S 3R e AR VR T, A
Nrf2 7S RE b 27 T e S A A S

3 Nef2 $rEEA I F- RS AL

Nrf2 ZAE R AT A AL PR AR, 77 Je s EE RO,
Nrf2 FERTS 16 A A 32 31— LU G i IR X
SO B, BORE  Nef2 5 SR R R i — R A0
Praa AL T3k, AL, 76 Nef2 HrAa A iR 35 I
FlEAL 2 SN/ R RS R LY PN DN L E S R SN g |
TR AA T TR R G (A 1) X
AR LB IR S LA N T A A R SE
VEHI B L

Antioxidant
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(NQO1. HO-1.
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(y-GCS. GPx.
GSR. GSTs)
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Fig.1 The molecular regulation pathways of Nrf2 antioxidant
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3.1 Nrf2 HiEHEXHWIEERETF
3.1.1 Keapl

Nrf2 5 Keapl A9 R PE 20 13 H N R Neh2
ZER I SE BB, Neh2 5 Keapl #H H.7EH, 7 # 45
Nif2 B i, Keapl H A 2 4~ 45 fiF 38k, Bl Broad
Complex-Tramtrack-Bric’a’brac ( BTB ) 1) —. 2 {k 45 14
AU H 2 # & ( Double glycine repeat, DGR) 4%
Flel, AL, Keapl FIA = ASE5HE 80 N K S 45 1)
3 ( N-terminal region, NTR) , T+ i [X 3 ( Intervening
region, IVR) , DA & C-AR Ui 45438, ( C-terminal region,
CTR) . Keapl F]FH: DGR 155 Nif2 ) Neh2 3845
Ao T Nef2 Fl Keapl 2 [8] B9 AH B AE 2 DL
25 ML) 35 AL SIS A RIESE Y - 250K F Keapl ( =/ )
ANERUISERY | D G ol T £ T R Y T B A A T A
HAEJE 3 A AT TS E R i [ I AR Nef2 , T LK
ANRNBOIE M R B R RS R /N TR
RNA (siRNA) £OAR @R A 40 Keapl BYJ74,
UESE T3 ARE RSN ALY L0 sEb 2 Ry
HIUESE T Keapl 42 Nef2 19 EZ R 45,

XTT Nif2 5 Keapl A% G & Nif2—Keapl & &
Prxs R B9 B E, 3T R ST IR F2 T — A L
551771 ( Hinge and latch)” B9 4H B /E FH BRi% . BF
TR I, Nif2 1 Neh2 Z5H3 & 47 2 4 Keapl 45517
&:DLG 27 Al ETGE 257, BEAS I Bl — 70 1 Nif2
FIH 53T Keapl IR S, HX P75 HA A
145 4 5E fl )1 DLG JE ¥ X Keapl 125 fil )1 L
ETGE 55132 i 23 T DLG-Keapl R “I]1H"
&G, HARE 2 B Keapl R ARLFTRTL, TEIE
WIHHL T, Keapl 5 DLG 254 1 25 (19 Nif2 B4
2 R AL S B G A R i 5 AR SR N OIR ST
Keapl %&£ DLG (454, 7T LABH IE Nef2 K A4E1Z R
1 R A B A DR [, B 5 LA Nef2 75 LG S
REF AN

Keapl J2& & &~ Ve 2 W2 1 4 1 5T, e # )
BILTR AR BE A B e, 9 B R
AOREBORIT 22 S U5 A 25 ) S0 38 %) 2% 12 7T R i 7
Keap [} 20 R 5% 3 19 38 JEUIR 25 I Nef2 B 407
WFFEUE W, Keapl | Cys151, Cys273 Fll Cys288 X
Keapl ZHRE KL = X EEWAE M., H, T
IVR 381 Cys273 il Cys288 Xt Keapl AHMHIIE M 2=
KEHE Y Cys273 F Cys288 % A AL B A 15 1ii
B, AT IR T Keapl A7Z EALFEAR H AT Nef2 Y
FaE PEsGss . WA T BTB SR Cys151 # A fb a2k
P i, TR Nef2 9 40 Rz R A, i
Nrf2 M\ Keapl FFOBERCHIR S B2 i 2t SR 3 B
Keap1 Sz izt HOCHEA i 19 2 e 22 IR 5k H i IR 285

() Bh A5 A R i o7 48Pk AR 3E a0 A A TR 1
3.1.2 Cul3

Cul3 YEAZHE S S E3 2 RiEHBE
AW, KT Cul3 A1 Nef2 Z A1 TIRESC R, — I,
308 3k SR P b P A ) 2 37 3 X A o R R Bl Cul3 RS
PEKE & Je RNA 1Y 2235 19 7 AR Cul3, SC 5625
AL ik 38 B BT P4 A B RS Nef2 KOF- |
-, Nef2 JE /0, 55 0 aE ik Nef2 A M 5 [ 3R 5
P AT PR A5 3] Nef2 58U 0, Nef2 76 PRG35
—J5 I, Cul3 Ayt BEFRIR SR Nef2 RAEZREZ R
1k, T RRAR Nef2 19 2 K F, 1 Cul3 fY s (B
BRI Culd k) WA T Nef2 ZRZ RS,

Cul3 5 Keapl ) BTB 3 AH EAEH , (e #F 5% 4
P AT B BN N2 A2 i, AN i R vh
Keapl & EI#7#2 Nef2 F1 Cul3 [BIFFERIER DY, i
Keapl 7EH: BTB 38 P4 #1455 Cul3 AH EAE HI A9 A
AT 14 278 I 335 Neh2 2 Z Ak DL & Keapl 16 PE
MRS
3.2 Nrf2 BAEMNRELETF
3.2.1 NQOI

NAD(P) H. i % fb & J5 i 1 (NAD (P) H.
quinone oxidoreductase 1,NQO1) f&—Fp[F] 5 — F K
TR, 30 0L B R TR JFUR N, AT AR AR A SR
U , M AR S R P HIE T 75 D03 Ao P P 3
JNTE B S 1 2 SR SRR A% 3 1 A SR
=4 ROS, At NQO1 BB 4% BH 1 248 5% Wy 38 71 X
DNA &AL I, EAh, NQOT 3 i 4 577 il il
o= B MR TR AR PR3 R IR B Sk 7
EEEEM ",

WF5E H 8 245 T Nef2 (/=) /DR UL S B S5
BHA | 25 | bk W A g P 1ok — 3 — R s ) B 1, O
PEATEE B A A I, & B I R TR R
NQO1 HHRIAMEE ST, HAM, 7E Nef2 (=/=) /N
FIFFAE R, NQOT 25 A 7 IE A2 BE A N AN AT 46
DUF . AFR HL, X 2R [ 3 6 8h 1 I0E i NQOT il
WA TIN50 7 K S 98 AR /N B IE A B
A N IR 100 AL, RARTE BHA b3
LR D EFE S, X Nef2 (=/=) /NI HT
B /N K A b B9 NQO1 mRNA 7K SF HEAT K
WK NQOT HLH IR FIiFs S T e ik S48, 1 A
A AR A Nef2 (—/ =) /NERUEE R 280l 40 rp HLOE
AR T B9 NQO1 mRNA /K A% T AR &5 1
e B R AN R oP W R B 20%, A OB TE
Nrf2(—/-) /NRAYHEEEZH ST SR 2] BHA XF NQOI
M3 B (HR S T IR 3 45 10 T AR 2848 /N RO A
TE]FIRKE ) mRNA , B BHA F=AE )5 S 2 U
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REER 2 B, Nef2 J2 0F 3 P Aa 25 LR AL
PR NQO1 ik iy o il H -+
3.2.2 HO-1

ML EA A B 1 ( Heme Oxygenase-1, HO-1) 3
B 2T A A O Ak  —E b RS
JE—FE BB E ARG, — 5, 20 R HE A AR
fife A A TR AR AR A AR . S — T, @
R S F RN LT 3 BA A R0 ROS W BRTEME,
DUHRAE A o AN R AR PR AE EAk Y
A3

HO-1 mRNA FIEE [ 235 1T DL7E 32 21 A AL N 3
AR5 5 9, T Nef2 L A] DL B R T HO-1
SR YE, R HO-1 J33h T2, e T
H5 ARE BRUMEE G008, MR RETHMA
BRI, LG SR R — TR L RN bR A
I AR Nef2 (—/-) B BE B W Al i 68 0% i T
HO-1 mRNAFIZE R E ) BhAh, HO-1 d ki
KB EHMERY, HO-1 Bl BERE, 7T LI angh
I o A T A AR UL Bt L — P 0 40 55 ) A
i, RSB ORI VR, e O LA B 28 e Nef2 4K
FPEAILE, 7= A2 9 FH 5555 3H-1, 2-dithiole-3-thione
(D3T) S/ HO / HO-1 /) i & ik | T RE &P
O AL X AR A s AR
3.2.3 SOD

A ALY L AL ( Superoxide Dismutase, SOD)
SEHUARPIIEBRAA iR, R R AN S+ A
H SE A —Fh P A s,

TE—TRFIE R R BT SOD HeBe kR i — o5, B
A SOD AYFERH K SEAE Nef2 (—/—) FEF A2 R0 JIE Y
LR YA B 1E) I A 22 5, 3 B0 I 2T 4 41 B T
SOD Y FERE 2 A AR T Nef2 PR VE . 1BAE
D3T AbFE S, 7 A= B AT 4 4 M 1Y SOD 1% 1 i 35 4
&, AE Nef2(—/—) 40 SOD 9 D3T 75 51 1 58
S, FH IR WO 2T A 20 B 1Y SOD s 3 36
IR T Nef2 BYIRAEAE ], TRl X — WA R
Z AT E — 2, BYAF 40 M P ) MnSOD 3[R 36 3k
DL Nef2 it 7 =0k D3T 55, i Feiksinm . 4R
T, AT — BB e IR Y A 2 1) 5 e 4 e, O L4
MiiHAT DT B, HIIFANRES S SOD Kik, LR
B, FEAS ] 0 A B 2 R0 rp ) Nef2 ABLSF- 7 58 15 SOD [
P FRB R IEEARER T
3.2.4 CAT

I EAL S ( Catalase, CAT) J2fEfL H, 0, 53
FEHE H,0 1O, M9, T H,0, 2 —Fhif e+, ik
s SR A R IEM A L CAT 1 i5 FRH, 0,
RO PTG TEPE S X Nef2 2 5335 40

il CAT 53 R B B B9 K B Nef2 (—/-) 4f il
CAT [P LRI PHEREAR, (08 AR AL LA i 28 D3T Ak
HE51E CAT W HEFR L, IJFHXMARRIEA
A ONef2 MM, BEAh, O LA 22 D3T AL BRI S
CAT 5 [ 3RIBHA U BE ORI | SR 78 B A AL L
YA 2 D3T A9 Ak BV B 55 2 100pM B, B8R
CAT #& /K- —25 38, 2191 % 530 CAT BgG
PEBY AR AN SE  1X R0 DT A48 R B (100pM ) Xt
CAT W 16 Pk 7= A& f i 5% ma, X A~ 0t 5
Nrf2 ( =/ =) Lo LA A i) R 5% — 3%, B 28100 pM D3T
AEPHIE B CAT Bl 6 1 3 ARG 1 AS 52 i JHL 2 14
K, 100 wM D3T dnfar 4] Nef2 (/=) WL
MO Ay CAT BEIEME H T A SR )

3.3 Nrf2 ##8 GSH S F R &%

MLIE N 19 2 Bt H K (L - y-glutamyl-cysteinyl-
glycine , GSH) Ak 14 Ji7 72 4t e % 24 F 41 i ALk 340
A, B 1 SE ARG, Rl AR B S B PR A
BAEM ., GSH EAbiR IR R G5 Nif2 B S 4k (8] (Y Bk
R SCRIAE Nel2 P84 GSH B W& 0, H £ %
JEVEHE GSH AW A 1 1 PR il ——- 73 S e B
Z R I ( y-glutamyl cysteine synthetase, y-GCS)
RS R RIE, PR HELS T Nf2(-/-)
OHLARAELL DT Zb 3 %% 3 D3T /510 y-GCS 1)1
FFT mRNA #9175 5 388 58 200 B, R W] Nef2 X T
D3T 431 y-GCS 755 3R 3K LU K Bl J 190 UL 48 e
GSH & tm B EE, [FIF, y-GCS ML I 5
GCLC ) mRNA 7K1 2L Nef2 4 #i 1 7 s D3T
P PALBE R R

HU Ne2 S8 JH AT GSH A . Nef2 3 43 b
H RIS AL P ( Glutathione peroxidase , GPx) ik,
HAe i Bk i i A2 PR GSH R M4l IA
W H AT A BUE AL BRI B H IR (GSSG) . B, Nrf2 3
B 5 — B bt A A BE— Bk TR 6 R
( glutathione reductase , GSR) M F] FH NADPH 1 4y %
W7, % Fik GPx fEH A1) GSSG i i 54
GSH'™ |

A Nef2 I3 o —Ff 10 AH e 7 il ——4 e
H K S #:F5 1f ( Glutathione-S-transferases , GSTs ) [ 3
ik, GSTs 7E45Fh 27 2% o 370 1) A 75 b R H5EVE
TRt BUEY  ROS FIIR B ad A Ak ™= 1 1 1 Ak =
AR, BFFE R, Nef2 (—/-) ZNEH GSTs
1) mRNA Fl& HFRIEBED, H Nif2 & BHA Fl1Z,
A T 1Y GSTs i 3 3R 3K B 075 19, AH I |l
Keapl (=/-) /N GSTs B9 £ T i) mRNA £
KRR f, LA R ARG R Nef2 7E 5
GSH A AR I 22 48 il A H]
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4 4 i

ARSCAE B R Nef2 0S8 AR 1 70 7 P8 PRI e
H, FEEFIGE LT = A AT B B . 1) 38 Nif2
A S , LA SR 23 Nef2 LA AR Y 70 5 I 4%
B A0 B RS 4 5 2 ) Esd Nef2 BSR AL DD BE , I 4
HARERIR i R TERT R Nef2 (/) /N Y 3)
HR A T Nef2 04 H i s — 28 32 B S 9
PEPR T, 5 BN T 2T U, MR SR A 8
FERETTRVY . e — 2P UESE T Nef2 8 7R AR
TR TR 5 , HEf 40 i SRk IR N AR S P R
R EEIAER

AR SE AT LA 22 3] H AR Nef2 148 AL
O FRTENLRA T —E M T %, I HX 5 1A 58
TEAWIRA o R34 AR Y Nef2 T4 AE A S 1Y
A R AL 5 X N2 it e A A 303 PR 5, X
A5 Nef2 BB J5 175 5 R I T il 2 Fh bt A 1k
ERRC L& N PSR NP S N S Y - S REN
PUAEA STHRAR O B Oy B4, X Se 0 S AL IR T TR 5
S RERS IR T HERF LA N S Al R, (H b
T B X R K45 IR 1 ) AT REAE AR B R n L %
MSCER, HRTH TR AR A BR . ARAXS Nrf2 HT5
B o7 IR TS, 3 BT X Nef2 33005 K
LA A7 A A 0 B DR 2 I ML Al ) 2 T 25 79 114 T
g, LI H B Ain 3R BT L, o B ik Z Bk
RMtHEENS %,
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